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Current Trends 


A superior court judge has ruled that the Washington, D.C. City Council does not have the 
authority to create a moratorium on condominium conversions via emergency legislation. The City 
Council passed an emergency bill banning conversions for 90 days and extended the ban for 
another 90 days. The practice was challenged in court by the Washington Home Ownership 
Council, a group composed of specialists in the condominium development field. The court ruled 
that “successive enactment of substantially the same substantive provision of law through the 
emergency power. . . is unlawful.” 


The National Association of Home Builders (NAHB) reports that the price of farmland continues to 
rise. According to the NAHB, the price of farmland sold for potential urban subdivision use during the 
12 months ending in February 1979 averaged $1,798 per acre. The previous peak was $1,110 in 1975. 


The number of city government workers in the United States remained at 2.5 million in October 
1978, the same number reported a year earlier in the 1977 Census of Governments, according to a 
report released by the Bureau of the Census. While municipal employment remained unchanged, 
payrolls increased 5.1 percent ($122 million) over the previous year to a total of $2.5 billion. 


A new report by the Housing Assistance Council (HAC) concludes that the Farmers Home 
Administration (FmHA) falls short in servicing minorities in terms of employment, loan production and 
loan targeting. HAC recommends the development of a comprehensive minority recruitment plan aimed 
at increasing minority employment within the agency, especially at the county office level. 


The American Institute of Architects (AIA) and the National Science Foundation have joined 
forces in an effort to design earthquake-resistant buildings that also provide protection against the 
hazards of fire, flooding and high winds. The research project will survey the design standards and 
practices used to protect buildings and their occupants from disasters and to conserve energy. 


Four percent of the Nation’s population 14 years old and over (7.2 million persons) were receiving or 
had recently completed vocational training at the post-high school level in 1976, according to a report on 
a nationwide survey issued by the Bureau of the Census. About four million persons had attended 
vocational school in the preceding year and about three million were attending in October 1976. Persons 
with a college background were more likely to have had recent vocational school experience than 
persons with four years of high school education or less. 


VA Sets Regulations for Condominium Loan Guaranty 


The Veterans Administration (VA) has released its final regulations for the approval of condominiums 
and condominium conversions under its Mortgage Loan Guaranty Program. The new regulations explain 
the basic types of ownership arrangements and set insurance, appraisal and conversion presale 
requirements. 





NAA Sees Uneasy Future for Multifamily Housing 


Rik Fulscher, the new president of the National Apartment Association (NAA), has predicted what he 
terms “‘an uneasy future’’ for the multifamily housing industry. 


Fulscher said two factors have combined to place the multifamily industry in a ‘‘double squeeze.’ First, 
he said, there was a dramatic shift in the construction of new units toward single family housing. The 
other critical aspect of the rental housing market is that its occupants are, on the average, less affluent 
than those of owner-occupied units and their incomes have been rising more slowly, the NAA head 
added. 


‘*These factors, along with the rising costs of building new apartments, are responsible for the ‘double 
squeeze’ effect that is injuring both tenant and owners simultaneously,’’ Fulscher noted. *‘During 
inflationary periods such as the Nation is experiencing now, there is much political pressure for rent 
control. This problem discourages long-term lenders from making apartment loans or makes them 
require large equity from developers,”’ he said. ‘‘Thus, fewer units are built and the cycle repeats 
itself.” 


Agency Selects Stegman as New Director of Research 





Dr. Michael A. Stegman, a professor on leave from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, 
has been appointed Deputy Assistant Secretary for Research. He will direct all HUD housing and 
community conservation research and demonstration efforts. Current research in this area involves 
housing assistance, safety, community conservation, equal opportunity and energy conservation. 


Activities planned for Fiscal Year 1980 will focus on the use of loans for the rehabilitation of 
multifamily housing and on Neighborhood Strategy Area Programs. The Office of Research will initiate 
a major reevaluation of a nationwide demonstration aimed at combatting crime in public housing 
projects. 


Dr. Stegman, 38, has been on the faculty of the University of North Carolina since 1966. He has been 
a consultant to State and local governments on housing problems and is the author of several books and 
articles on housing economics and investment. In 1975-78 he served as a consultant to HUD on 
neighborhood revitalization. 


New York City Participates in Co-Op Conversion Program 


HUD Secretary Moon Landrieu and New York City Mayor Edward I. Koch have announced an 
experimental program in which 500 city-owned apartments will be rehabilitated and either rented or sold 
as cooperatives to low- and moderate-income residents in three city neighborhoods. The neighborhoods 
are Morris Heights in the South Bronx, Clinton on Manhattan’s West Side and Prospect Heights in 
Brooklyn. 


Secretary Landrieu and Mayor Koch said in a joint statement that more than $16 million in additional 
federally insured mortgage investments and up to $2 million in City Community Developinent Block 
Grant funds will be channeled to the three neighborhoods. The program, called Co-Ops for 
Neighborhoods, will transform tax foreclosed buildings, many of which are vacant, into bright modern 
co-op and rental apartments for residents of the areas. One hundred and fifty units will be converted to 
co-ops and sold at reduced cost to low- and moderate-income families and the remaining 350 will be 
rental units subsidized under Section 8 of the U.S. Housing Act. 


Government Information Services (GIS). . . How to Recover Thousands of Dollars Through an 
Indirect Cost Recovery Program. . . Chicago, November 19; Los Angeles, November 30, 1979. 
Details: GIS, 752 National Press Building, Washington, D.C. 20045 (202/638-5095). 





HUD USER Provides Access to Research Results 


Donna E. Shalala, Assistant Secretary for Policy Development and Research, has announced the 
establishment of the HUD USER, a research information service, designed to get research results to the 
public. The USER is a computer-based information service which offers a variety of products and 
services related to HUD research in a timely manner. 


The components of the new research service include: personalized literature search to answer the 
public’s questions; special products including topical bibliographies, brochures and announcements of 
important future research; and a document distribution service to provide copies of research results. 


The USER data base collection includes such topics as building technology, community development, 
conserving communities, economic development and-public finance, the elderly and the handicapped, 
energy and utilities, environmental research, financial management, housing finance, housing 
management and housing programs. 





Three Recent Decisions Protect Tenants Against Evictions 


In three recent court actions, tenants have been protected against arbitrary eviction. In a per curiam 
opinion, the New Jersey Appellate Court has held that attorneys’ fees cannot be characterized as rent 
for the purpose of eviction unless the lease so specifies. The implication is that any charge or fee such as 
late fees, parking charges, key deposits, etc. cannot form the basis for a nonpayment-of-rent eviction 
action. 


The U.S. District Court for the Western District of Pennsylvania has enjoined all evictions by the 
Housing Authority of Pittsburgh until the Authority complies with State and Federal requirements for a 
two-notice eviction system. A New Hampshire State District Court recently held that good cause is 
required before a tenant may be evicted from a Farmers Home Administration (FmHA) rental housing 
project. The Court held that the plaintiff and FmHA have insinuated themselves into a position of 


interdependence so as to make plaintiff’s action subject to constitutional limitation; that the eviction 
deprives the defendant of statutorily created benefits, namely reduced rents, and that the defendant has a 
property interest in his tenancy beyond the terms of the lease of which he cannot be deprived without due 
process of law. 


Publications Available 


The following publications may be purchased from the Superintendent of Documents, Government 
Printing Office, Washington, D.C. 20402. Please indicate stock numbers. Remittance must be by 
check, money order, Visa or Master Charge. For additional information, contact J.G. Mills, Chief, 
Documents Control Branch (202/275-3343). 


The Future of Local Urban Redevelopment: A Guide for Community Policymakers. . . describes the 
purposes, aims and goals of urban renewal; tells how perpetual cost-benefit analysis can be utilized for 
renewal programs and can benefit urban areas. 023-000-00287-6, $1.10. 


Guidelines for Urban Renewal Land Disposition. . . provides local urban planning agencies with 
suggestions and recommendations that can help in the disposition of urban land; discusses problems that 
have been known to impede the progress of projects. 023-000-00288-4, $5.80. 


Evaluating Local Urban Renewal Projects: A Simplified Manual. . . provides uncomplicated directions 
for evaluating local renewal activities; intended for use by local elected and appointed officials, 
concerned citizens and those responsible for evaluation. 023-000-00289-2, $1.50. 


Barrier Free Site Design. . . illustrates new design techniques that make public facilities more 
accessible to the handicapped; deals with the architectural and landscaping facets of the environment. 
023-000-0029 1-4, $2.75. 





Technology Assessment of Residential Energy Conservation Innovations: Final Report. . . examines the 
desirability of selected technical innovations intended to reduce residential energy consumption; 
innovations include storm windows and doors, a furnace energy recovery device, open air cycle air 
conditioning, ventilation energy recovery and double glazed windows. 023-000-00309- 1, $3.10. 


Handbook on Natural Gas Pipeline Safety in Residential Areas Served by Master Meters. . . provides 
technical guidance to reduce occurrences of gas leaks and incidents in residential areas. 023-000-003 15- 
5, $2.30. 


Women and Housing: A Report on Sex Discrimination in Five American Cities. . . reviews testimony 
taken at hearings in Atlanta, St. Louis, San Antonio, San Francisco and New York City; draws several 
conclusions and makes a variety of suggestions. 023-000-003 16-3, $3.40. 


A Design Guide for Home Safety. . . presents a clear and readily usable guide identifying areas of home 
design that should be influenced by safety considerations; makes recommendations for reducing 
hazards. 023-000-00201, $4.75. 


Condominiums: Their Development and Management. . . discusses the development and management 
of a condominium, condominiums for low-income households and development of a homeowners’ 
association; contains a model deed, by-laws and sample management and purchase agreements. 023- 
000-00202-7, $3.50. 


A Design Guide for Improving Residential Security. . . intended for builders, apartment residents and 
homeowners; offers practical advice on various aspects of residential security. 023-000-0025 1-4, $3.75. 


Designing Kitchens for Safety. . . outlines principles of home kitchen design that promote accessibility, 
utility and safety. 023-000-00266-3. $.35. 


How to Build a House: Using Self-Help Housing Techniques. . * describes the basic things you need to 
know to construct a simple house; contains illustrations with English and Spanish instructions. 023-000- 
00276-1, $1.40. 
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